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The Right Honourable, GEE 
The Ear of LE VEN, 


His MAJESTY" 


High Commiſſioner 


To THE. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY of 
the Church of Lolland. 


This 8 E R M O N is moſt ape + 
tully Dedicated by < 


His G RACE'sS 
moſt obliged, . 
| moſt humble, 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


WILL. WISHART. 
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8 E R M O N 


Preach'd before \ 


IThe GENRRAI. ES 
May 8th, 1746. 


| PSAL. cxxii. 6. 
Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall | 
proſper that love thee. Peace be within 
thy walls, and proſperity within thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions ſakes, 1 
will now ſay, peace be within thee, Be- 
cauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, I 
will ſeek thy good. | 


HAT I may diſcourſe on - theſe 
Words, in a Suitableneſs to the Oc- 
caſion of our preſent Meeting, 1 

hall conſider the Pſalmiſt as, in them, ſet- 

ing an Example to us; for whom our great 

Concern i is to be exerciſed: What Bleſſings. 


A | 59 


4.2 1 
we are to be concerned for, to them, anc 
- what Ways we are to expreſs this Concern 
And, in fine, as ſuggeſting ſome proper Mo 
tives, to excite us to it. 

Ix all which, I mean not fo much to tak 


upon me to give Inſtruction and Direction tc Bo 
you, my Reverend Fathers and Brethren ; a Þ 
to offer ſome Hints, which, by the Blefling n En 
of Go p, may be uſeful to his People herd” 
aflembled : And that under your Gbſerva MH 
tion and Correction. ears 
c e 0 up, 
To begin then, 5 
I. For whom are we taught, by che EXL 
ample of the Pſalmiſt here, to have the m mo, - 
hearty Concern ? 80 
TR Royal Pſalmiſt David, in praying a 
for the Peace of Jeruſalem, the Ca pital Cin rty 
of the Kingdom, under its Name expreſſe br = 
wrſely 


his Concern for the Nation; as is eviden 
from theſe Words, * there are ſet throne 
of judgment, the thrones of the houſe of Da 
vid; i. e. There is held the ſupreme Coun 
e cil and Judicatory of the · Nation; there i 
< the Seat of the Throne, and the Reſidence 
te of the Royal Family; and, peace be with! 
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ty ad and proſperity within thy palaces ; 
e. to thoſe who dwelt within its Walls, 


of feeling and a che er os Tann 
ad Proſperity. 

Bur, as Jeruſahn was the City which: 
bod had choſen, to put his name there; it was 
n Emblem of the Church of Gop. : And: 
hat, in this religious View, it was a ſpecial 
object of the holy Pſalmiſt's Concern, ap- 


p up, the tribes of the Lord unto the teſtimo- 
of Iſrael, to give thanks unto the name of 


bid, I will ſee thy good. 

So that the Example of the Plalmiſt, 286 
tis applicable to us, calls us to the moſt 
wy: Concern for our native Country, and 
br the Church of my; ee among 
urſelves. 


THAT Society is natural to Men, and ne- 
ak to their Improvement and Perfec- 
on; both the natural Abilities, and the na- 
al Wenkneſſes of Mankind concur to 


lhew, 
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* Ver. 4. J Ver. 9. 


nd inhabited its Palaces; who were capable 


ears from theſe Words, Thither the tribes 


te Lord; and . for the houſe of the Ld; our 
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1 : 
Tux Powers we are furniſhed. with; the 
Affections of our Hearts; the Circumſtances 
of mutual Dependence, in which we are pla- 
ced ; and the Opportunities afforded us, of 
giving mutual Aſſiſtance; do all ſpeak us for- 
med by the great Parent of Mankind, not to 
ſtand, each of us, by himſelf; or improve 
alone: but to be all Members of one Body; 
every Part of which is preſerved, and it 
Welfare promoted, by mutual Aids: To be 
Citizens of the World, as one common City on, 
under the Divine Government. 


Bur, the general Obligations to Kind 
neſs, Sympathy, and Help towards any o 

Mankind, as we have Opportunity; do, | 
a a ſpecial Manner, oblige us-to bear a Good 
will, and do kind Offices, to thoſe wit 
whom we are joined by ſpecial Ties; to whonſpover: 
we have peculiar Opportunities of doin 
Good; with whom, eſpecially, we enjo 
common Privileges, or run common Dani 
gers. 


Tux Defence of Men's Perſons and Pol 
ſeſſions againſt lawleſs Power, and the ſecu 
rin 8 their Enjoyment of the Means of Pre 


 ſperity 


K 


herity, require that they be formed into 

articular Societies or States, each under 
me one Government; which, whatever its 

articular Form be, has for its ſole End, and 

hould- have for its ſupreme Law, the gene- 
Il Safety and Welfare. Where Men have 

vt the Happineſs of ſuch a Cunſtitution, they 

an ſcarce be reckoned to have a Country to 

e concerned for: But, where they are bleſ- 

xd with it, the Proſperity of that Conſtitu- 

Jon, and the Welfare of that Society, muſt 
e the ſpecial Object of the hearty Concern 

f All its Members. 


Ou native Country, then, is not ſo much 
at Spot of Earth on which we have our 
irth; as that Society of Men in Conjunction 
iich whom we are born, under the fame 
overnment and Laws ; Laws formed for 
be Welfare of every Perſon, as beſt ſuits the 
rneral Good of the whole Society: Laws 
which we are protected and defended, in 
ie Enjoyment of our juſt Liberties and Pro- 
erties; and from which we derive various 
dvantages, long before we are capable of 
"Waking any Return, or - Acknowledgment 
Or them, ; 


J! 


Tun 


Taz true Love of our Country js not à 
Fondneſs for any particular and diſtinguiſhing 
Cuſtoms, good or bad; but a Concern for 
its real Welfare: not a feigned Concern; o 
occaſionally- affected, to ſerve a Turn, Or ac 
commodate ourſelyes to certain Times; like 
that of Summer-aay-friends; or thoſe « 
whom we read, that, when * the Fews had 
joy and gladneſs, a feaſt. and a good day 
many of the people of the land became Yet 
for the fear of the Fews fell upon them : but 
' heartyand uniform; at al Times; amidſt pu 
blick Calamities, as well as publick Proſpe 
rity. It is a ſpecial Branch of the Love o 
Mankind: never to be detatched from, fat 
leſs ſet in Oppoſition to, that general . 
on, of which it is a Branch. TI 
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Bor; as our Conpern foe ourſelves, ſo ou 
Goodwill to our Neighbours, muſt be loy 
and narrow ; if it is confined to our outwar 
Affairs, and temporal Welfare; and does no 
| (as becomes Creatures formed for higher En 

joyments, and a more laſting Duration) ex 
tend to the Improvement and Perfection 0 
our Minds and Hearts; and the advancin 


an”, 


' # Eſther viii. 17. 


1 

of our Happineſs not bn in 10 World; but 
n a better. 

TAE Propenſity of, Ment to ſeek alter So- 
ety, in every Thing; and their] 
of Benefit from it; in all ſorts of Affairs; do 
ainly ſhow a natural Obligation upon them 
p aſſociate for Religious Purpoſes; and be 
nutually aſſiſting to one another in theſe, 
heir moſt important, Concerns. And all 'vs- 
untary Aſfociutions that are harmleſs to the 
Publick, may juſtly claim the Protection; if 
xneficial to it, the — — of the 

ws, Particular, 


WHERE either Nature, or wiſe Choice 
nd Inſtitution, has brought People together 
ito Societies for other Purpoſes ; chere W 
neſs and Propriety of their being jointly | 
nerciſed, in moſt grateful Acknowledgments 
their common Parent; and earneſt Petiti- 
; to the Author of all their Bleflings. Be- 
les, that mutual Charity ſhould lead us to 
ank Gop for the Bleffings Others receive, 
d to beg of Him the needful Bleſſings for 
dem, as well as ourſelyes: There are, in all 
„n Societies, common Bleſſings, and com- 

lon: Wants; the Senſe of which is moſt pro- 


| 
4 
5 
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1 
perly expreſſed in joint Acknowledgments, 


and Supplications to their great and general 
Benefactor. There is, therefore, a Natural ys, 
obligation, not only for Family-worſhip ; but 29 
for larger Societies joining together in more a/. 
publick Exerciſes of Devotion; and in attend-{Wath 
ing on Religious Inſtruction, which is lo 
Thing of the greateſt Importance and Ne- 5 
ceſſity. That every Thing, in ſuch Socie i 2 
ties, may be managed in an orderly Way, oli king 
as to anſwer the great Purpoſes of Religion Wy 
and preſerve the Manners of the ſeveral Mem laye 
bers of them conform to its Dictates, willi bed | 
require a particular Diſcipline ; diſtinct from creſei 
Civil Government; and not of the ſame ma- I uſtiti 
giſterial and coercive Kind; as Religion, from hat c 
its Nature, muſt be free from the Command ent, 
ments of Men, Execi 
rope 
Bur, as the modelling of Religion, andW«n ne 
the Worſhip of Gop, is not abſolutely to bQ@%cul: 
left to the Imaginations of weak and corrupM" the 
Men; it has pleaſed Gop, in all Ages, t or, t 
take the Direction of this Matter into hifWchurc 
own Hands, by expreſs Revelation. Ac ltere 


cordingly; * God, who, at ſundry times, ant 


* Heb. i. 1, 2, 


1 

in divers manners, ſpoke. in time paſt unto the 
fathers by the propbets ; hath, in theſe laſt 
lays, ſpoken unto us by his Son; whom he hath 
pointed beir of all things. * He- hath pur- 
chaſed a Church-with his ewn Blood : + Gop 
hath raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at 
lis 0wn right-hand ; and bath given him to be 
the head over all things to the church ; which 
ie body, whereof he alone is Head; his 

Engdom, in which he alone is King: A So- 
cety to be governed only by his Laws ; and 
dave all its Inſtitutions of Worſhip preſcri- 
bed by him. He has taken Care, it ſhould be 
preſerved an orderly and regular Society; by 
nſtituting in it a Government, diſtinct from 
that of the Civil Magiſtrate: So quite diffe- 
ent, in its Purpoſes, and the Methods of its 
Execution; that theſe two Powers, in the 
roper Exerciſe of their different Functions, 
an never interfere, or claſh: If, neither the 
&cular Arm interpoſes with Civil Penalties, 
n the Affairs of Conſcience: and Religion; 
tor, the Preaching and Diſcipline of the 
Church be ever proſtituted, to ſerve any other 
ntereſt than that of Chriſt's Kingdom, The 
overnment which Chriſt hath inſtituted in 


© Ads xx. 28. + Eph. i. 20, 22, 23. 
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his Church, is purely Miniſterial *, inclu- 
ding no Dominion over the Faith or Con- 
ſciences of Men; where the higheſt Name 
of Power, and that with which ſome have 
made the greateſt Noiſe, is, + in plain Eng- 
kſh, that of Overſeers : A Government, not 
confined into the Hands of the Paſtors of the 
Church, (or thoſe who have confined te 
themſelves. the Denomination of Clergy) but; 
wherein the Members of the Church have a 


Share; as being equally under the Obligati- I dleſf 
on with their Paſtors, to withdraw them Mor G 
ſelves + from every brother that walketh diſMtcr 
_ orderly : The Weapons of its Exerciſe ar nuſt 
not the Sword or the Axe; but earneſt E&A M 
hortations; ſerious Adaicnitions, and ReWjernn 
bukes with all Authority *, (enforced by ay 1 
the Authority of the Great L o RD of thi fon, 
Church, without which they may be juſtlMiye e 
reckoned blunt Thunder ;,) and in fine, uit ur L 
drawing from, (or removing from Commuf poor 
nion with them, in thoſe ſacred Inſtitutioniſe;,,,. 
which are the diſtinguiſhing Privileges of truMiirati, 
Chriſtians) every Brother that walketh aiſo um; 
derly, and not after the Inſtructions 1 © Prj 


* 2 Cor. i. 24. Þ ETz19k0wu. +6 Thel. iũ. 
i bs» f 55 We Ban 


* 


by the Apoſtles of Chriſt. What a Noble 
and Lovely Society muſt it be, which is go- 
rerned by theſe holy Laws ? In which the 
ficred Inſtitutions of the Son of Gop are 
kept pure and intire? * Glorious things are 
ſpoken of thee, O city of God! Who would 
not pray for thy Peace. Who would not 

8 thy Ge,; | 


Wx, in theſe Lands, my Brethren, are now 
bleſſed with a Civil Conſtitution, and Form 
of Government, which is the Envy of 0- 
ther Nations around us; and, I'm ſorry I 
muſt add, of a Set of factious and infatuat- 
ed Men among ourſelves! A Form of Go- 
rernment, by which we are moſt effectu- 
ay ſecured againſt the Extremes of Contu- 
bon, and Arbitrary Power; and of which 
ve enjoy nappy Fruits every Moment of 
dur Lives; A Conſtitution, under which the 
Poor Man enjoys his Cottage, by the ſame 
Tenure as the King does his Throne: A Con- 
ſitution, built upon this Juſt and Noble Ma- 
um ; * That Subjects were not made for 
Princes, to be treated as their abſolute Pro- 


L perty, 


* Pfal. Ixxxvil. 3, 


as any that ever adorned one | a true Nurſing · 


Parliament, as a pious and charitable Deſign; when it was 


1 
« perty, and deſcend from one to another 
like Cattle, let them be uſed as they will; 
&* but Princes are made for their Subjects, to 
* govern them legally and ſeek their Good. 
Wr have a Prince upon the Throne, of 
as great Integrity, Bravery, and Clemency, 


Father to this Church; whom, for his Mer» 
cy to the Fatherleſs and the Widows, Gene- 
rations to come ſball call bleſſed. * He is bleſ- 
ſed with a numerons Royal Family.; afford- 
ing us the moſt agreeable Proſpect of a Sucs 
ceſſion of Princes, worthily and happily to 
ſway the Scepter over theſe Lands! a Fami- 
ly, er up to all Virtue, and Strength of 
Mind, n his e Eye; and by the 
| pious 

In framing the Scheme, lately paſſed into a Law, ſor 
providing the Widows and Orphans of Miniſters, &c. | 
Scotland; a Part of the Fund was propoſed to ariſe from 
Tax on vacant Stipends; a great Part of which belong, 
by Law, to the Crown It was therefore found neceſſary 
to ſupplicate his Majeſty, to yield ſo much of His Proper 
by, for promoting this charitable Defign ; which. Requeſt 
our moſt gracious Sovereign was pleaſed very readily to 


anſwer; not by a bare granting of it; but by recommend: 
ing the Deſign, in a particular Manner, to both Houſes of 


firſt brought i in to theſe moſt Hopourable Houſes. WV iat 
Votes of the Houſe of Commons, and Journal of the 
Houſe of Lords, January 24. 1743. 


11 | 

pious Care of a Glorious Queen, who, inthe 

Character of a Mother, was a noble Pattern 
s the whole Nation! A Family, that has 
| produced an illuſtrious young Hx RO who 
Ws juſtly the Darling of the Nation; and may 
yell be the Darling of this Part of it, in par- 
ticular! a HE RO adorned, in the earlieſt 
Youth, with the Wiſdom and Conduct of 
Gray-hairsz as well. as the moſt intrepid 
Courage and Bravery ; and all theſe Virtues 
excelled by his Affability and Humanity, and 
he Goodneſs of his generons Heart! One, 
whom. we may juſtly look upon as a ſecond 
Viliam the DzL1vERER of theſe Lands, 
fom the dente Danger of Popery and 
davery! 

Bur; it is the Bleſſing of our Conſtitu- 
ton, ſince the Glorious REvOLU T ION, that 
ur Happineſs does not depend on fo preca- 
tous a Foundation as the perſanal Virtues of 
be reigning Prince may ſometimes prove. 
His Power is bounded by wholeſom Laws, 
mated by our own Repreſentatives: And 
hould any future Prince now (who came 
o the Throne on the Footing, on which the 
*"W'c{cnt Royal Family fo gloriouſly fill it) be 
ipoſed to act without, or contrary, to theſe 
1 Laws; 


. 
Laws; he muſt eaſily be ſenfible, how dan. 


; gerous it would be for himſelf. to adventure ber 
upon it. 
Wuo, that has the Happineſs to be a — 
Member of ach a Society, would not be * 
concerned for its peace? Who would not 
þ fe the Proſperity of ſuch a Conſtitution? ar 
| Who, indeed, that was not quite abandon- 0 
q ed, and loſt to all Senſe of every good Thing 5 a 
and valuable among Men! Withal, 180 
3 | TN ann. 
| WI have the pure, the merciful and peace · ¶ goon 
| able, Religion of the bleſſed Jesvs ſecurely M|,q:. 
| profeſſed among us: and have free Acceſs to fer 
N receive the Words of eternal Life from the Opec 


f | Mouth of the Son of Gop himſelf; and the 
- Records of his holy Apoſtles. We have: 
Church ſettled among us, upon the Footing 
and Principles on which Chriſtianity was at 
firſt planted in the World ; and on whic 


a 
the glorious Reformation, from Popiſh Ido: * 
latry and Superſtition, Tyranny and Cruelty hat 
was brought about. We, who are its Mi: c, 
niſters, claim no Dominion over your Faith: T1, 
or Conſciences; we reckon, that the Mini. in! 


feerial Authority, which alone we pretend to 


is limited, by our common Lokn himſelf 
to | 


| F 
to the teaching of you to obſerve all, and only, 
theſe things which be hath commanded. The: 


primitive apoſtolical Plan of the Chriſtian 
"Wl Church is the Model, after which we have 


ment. At the ſame Time; we abhor the 
mad Schemes of thoſe, who would make 
y particular Form of External Govern- 
nent ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the Be- 
vg of a Chriſtian Church; that they who 
cannot fee, or ſubmit to, its Authority, are 

doomed by the Father of Mercies to ever- 
kiting Torments; be their Faith in Chriſt 
ever ſo ſincere, and their Submiſſion and 
Obedience to him ever fo cordial and conſci- 


vithout Horror. The Foundation of our 
8 church Conſtitution is laid in theſe glorious 
uticles; That, Chriſt is the only King 
and Head of his Church : ” That, God * 
alone is Lord of the Conſcience; and 
* hath left it free. from the Doctrines and. 
© Commandments of Men, that are in any 

g Thing contrary to his Word, or befide it, 
in Matters of Faith or Worſhip: A Pri- 
lege, which would: ſignify nothing; if Men 
Jvere not /ef# free to examine and judge for 
them- 

Conf. of Faith. C. 20. Sect. 2. 


tudied to form our Conſtitution and Govern- 


entious! A Scheme, not to be mentioned . 


1 26 ] 


3 what Doc rines and Command- 
ments of Men are contrary to. Gon s Word, 
or beide it in Matters of Faith or Wor- 
ſhip. We may miſtake, as all fallible Men 
may; and we never pretended to be” infal- 
lͤble: but if, upon ſuch ſerious Examination 
as you can anſwer for to our common Lord, 
you cannot find any of our Sentences or De- 
ciſions really enforced by bus ſaith the Lord, 
you are heartily: welcome to treat them with 
the Neglect, or Contempt, they deſerve; 
and (for your own 'Sakes) with no more, 
neither : but, if they are really fo enforced ; 
you muſt know, that it is at your higheſt 
Peril, if you dare to deſpiſe them. But, 

SURE, ſuch a Church may very fairly 
claim your beſt Wiſhes, and moſt _ 

Concern for its Peace and Welfare, And d 
leads me to > enquire. 
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U. WnAr Bliſfngs we are here _ 
to be concerned for, to our Country, : 
the Church of God, Peace and Proper 
or Good. * 

Peace, 'in the Language of the ancient 
Jew, is frequently uſed as a general ww 


* Ver. 7,8, 9. 


127 J 


for all Manner of Bleflings : but, when di- 


finguiſhed from other Branches of Happi- 
nels, it ſignifies Quietneſs, and Freedom 
from Diſturbance, either from without, or 
fom within. Thus, the Peace of the Coun- 
try ſignifies, Freedom from Attacks of Ene- 


mies without; and from inward Commo- 
tions and Inſurrections; together with that 
Diſaffection to the C onſtitution, thoſe Jealou- 


es and Animoſities, Hatreds and Variances, 
which are the Cauſes of them, 

Ou gracious Gop has, for a long Time, 
ieſſed us, in theſe Lands with both theſe 
Kinds of Peace. But, our ungrateful Abuſe 
of this Bleſſing has, at laſt, provoked Him 


o permit our Peace to be ſadly rent, both 
beſe Ways. After we had been long en- 


need in a juſt and neceſſary War, with the 
pen Enemies of our Country; and com- 
non Diſturbers of the Tranquillity of Europe: 
ey have, at laſt, had the Art to ſtir up 
Nees in our own Boſom; whole reſtleſs Spite 


umely give up themſelves to do their Work; 
15 Nolves to their Country, and lilly Dupes to 
fof s declared Enemies ; even with the mani- 


EE 


—_ << 


painſt our happy Settlement has made them 


nd thus, at once act the Part of ravening 


5 * x * 
— — * 
— * * 
oy 


feſt Danger of bringing Ruin on their own 
bellion, have been exceeding great and cak- 


_ to laſt long. The more earneſtly concerned 


tions; and all the Cauſes of our Diſquiet 


L. 881] 


Heads. The fad Fruits of this wicked Re- 
mitous ; have widely ſpread; and are likely 


muſt all true Lovers of their Country, be, tc 
have our Peace compleatly reſtored, pre 


ſerved and eſtabliſhed upon laſting Founda 


ment and Diſturbance cured, or rooted out. 
That peace may ever be within our walls: * ſing 
that there be no tumultuous breaking in, nd for 
going out; no complaining in our ſtreets : des 
That violence be no more heard in our land] For 
waſting nor deſtruction within our borders the] 
Ap, not only are we to be concerned fai © 
the Peace of our Country; but its Good to 
That general Induſtry, Honeſty and Inte caſt 
grity may take Place; without which nal cou 
Community can long flouriſh. That Agn Fan 
culture and Manufactures may thrive : tha ma) 
Poor may be employed in honeſt Labour the 
and, in that Way, be ſatisfied with Bread] ate: 
That Trade may profper : may be alway {ira 
_ exerciſed in ſuch a Way as is for the Goody ma) 
to o 


of the Country; and managed fairly an 
| » honeſtly 


* Pfal, cxliv. 14. + Ifa. Ix. 18. 


. 

honeſtly, without defrauding either the Pu- 
blick, * or particular Perſons, of their Due: 
and particularly, may not be loaded with hor- 
rid Perjury, which muſt bring a Curſe upon 
it; and however perverſe Cuſtom may make it 
be {lightly thought of by Men, that awful 
dentence muſt - eternally and immutably 


ſtand ; tbe Lord will not hold him guiltleſs 


that taketh bis Name in vain. 
AND, in order to our enjoying thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings, we muſt be, particularly, concerned 


for the Preſervation of our valuable Liber- 


ties; and that excellent Conſtitution, and 
Form of Government, to which we owe 
I their Security: that the late wicked At- 
tempt to ſubvert It, may be improved in- 
to a Mean of ſtrengthning it, and an Oc- 
caſion of our holding it faft, That our gra- 
cious Sovereign King George, and his Royal 
Family, may be preſerved: and the Crown 
may long flouriſh upon his Head; and, on 
che Heads of his Poſterity after him; to 
lateſt Generations. That all inferior Magi- 
ſtracies, and all Places of Power and Truſt, 
may be filled with Men heartily well- affected 
J to our happy Eſtabliſhment; and the Bread 
* Rom, xii}, 3. - 
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to overcome all Oppoſition; ſtop the Mouths 
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of the Publick not be eaten up by perjured 
Traitors, That Proſperity and Plenty may 
be within our Palaces : not for the vain A- 
muſement of the Great ; but for a Bleſſing 
to the Multitude, affording the Means of Sub- 
ſiſtance to Numbers; and, as a Security to 
that Power, for the epblick Good, which 
naturally follows Ne, In fine, that 
general Love and Friendſhip, and all ſocial 
Virtues, may take Place; that righteouſneſs 
flouriſh, which exalts a nation; and a due 
Regard to Gop and Religion jag pu 
vail. And thus our Concern js led on, 


To the Peace and Proſperity of . the 
Church of Gop; eſpecially, that Part of it 
which is planted among ourſelves, This is 
a ſpecial Object of the Concern of every 
good Man. That the Light of the Goſpe 
may widely ſpread ; The Mind- of all Meng 
may be ſo diſpoſed to recive it, and it may 
enter them with ſuch Force of Evidence, i 


of Gainſayers; and captivate the Hearts off 
all Men to its Obedience : That, for this 
End, all fair and candid Examination be free · 
** allowed and encouraged ; * hing, which 

neyer 
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WH ever diſturbed .. the Peace of the glorious 
Head of the Church, 'and ſhould never di- 
ſturb Her's: That there be no Perſecution of 
ny, on a Religious Account; no Invaſion 


able Subjects to the Civil Government be per- 
mitted by it to worſhip Gop according to 
their Conſciences. That there be no * Schiſin 


in the Body of Chriſt ; no uncharitable Di- 
ſiſions, Suſpicions, or Jealouſies among fs 


mity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, for- 


« of the Church of Chrift is a Manly and 
Reaſonable Peace ; built upon Charity, 
Love, and mutual Forbearance. As for 
* any other Peace, founded upon a Submiſ- 
ſion of our Honeſty, as well as our Under- 
* fandings, to weak and fallible Men, it is 
not the Peace of the Church of Chriſt, but 
the Lethargy of it. The true Peace of 
the Members of the Church, muſt ariſe 
tom an inviolable and cloſs Attachment to 


his edience: This leads not barely to an Out- 
rard Peace in the Church; but that Inward 
Peace, 


1 Cor. xi. 25. Þ| Eph. iv, 2, 4, 


of the Rights of Conſcience: but, all peace- 


Members ; but All + endeavour to keep the 


karing one another in love. For, the Peace 


ts glorious Head; by Faith, Love, and O- 


0a) 


Peace, amidſt all Diſturbances of the World 


which is Chriſt's Legacy to his Diſciples, Jobn 
xiy, 27. Peace I leave with you, &c. 

Ax p, not only are we to be concerned 
for the Peace of the Church; but Its Wel- 
fare and Proſperity *. That Its Miniſters 
may be cloathed with Righteouſneſs ; and Its 
Saints ſhout for Joy. That the Seats of 
Learning may flouriſh : and may ſend many 
forth, well qualified to be Ornaments to their 
Country, and to the Church of Gop ; to ſet 


Truth in the. faireſt Light, and convince 1. 
Gain-ſayers. That all the Ordinances of MM e- 
Chriſt may ever be purely diſpenſed, ſubmiſ- 1 
ſively received and obſerved : And, under the if 
Diſpenſation of them, all the Members off in ” 


the Church, in their ſeveral Stations, may 
improve themſelves, and be aſſiſting to one add. 

another, in every Thing good and valuable. of tl 
That Sinners may be converted to Gop andM This 
Goodneſs; Saints may flouriſh in the inward may 
Graces of the Holy Spirit, and the Conſola- 
tions that flow from them. Particularly; 
now that it hath pleaſed Gop, of his great 
Goodneſs and Mercy, to reſtore to us Relity 
and Peace ; ; let it be our Concern, that v 


may *, 


* Pfal. ec. 9 


* 1 
may be in the happy Condition of the Pri- 
mitive Churches, upon the ceafing of the Per- 


ſcution of Saul: of which we read; As 


ix. 31. Then had the churches reſt throughout 
all Judea, and Gahlee, and Samaria, and 
were ediſied, and walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the holy Spirit, 
were multiplied. Theſe are the Bleſſings, to 


our Country, and the Church, for which we 


we to be earneſtly concerned. Nt ow, 


III. WHA 4 Ways a are we here taught to 
exerciſe and expreſs this Concern ? 


1. By earneſt Prayers. Pray for the aces 


of Feruſalem. This Duty (when performed 
in good Earneſt; and under a juſt Awe of 
the Searcher of Hearts, whom we profeſs to 


addreſs) is a ſpecial Exerciſe and Teſtimony 


of the Sincerity of our Love and Concern. 
This Way, even they who have mo/t Power, 
may procure more Good than, by all their 
other Endeavours, they can poſſibly do; by 
imploring the Help of him who is All- uffi- 
cient, the Author of all Bleſſings and Hap- 


e pineſs: at the ſame Time, they who can do, 


or think they can do, little more; may pray 
er the peace of Jeruſalem; and, on Way, 


at 
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at leaſt, ſeek her Good. Withal, earneft 
| Prayer is an excellent Natural mean of exer- 
ciſing and improving thoſe good Affections, 
which belong to a truly Publick Spirit ; and, 
was a Spirit of Supplication general, it would 
greatly promote that general Piety and Virtue; 
which moſt directly conduce to the Publick Mr: 
Welfare. Therefore, are we ſo frequently M/irn 
exhorted to this Duty in Holy Scripture; par- ing 
1 ticularly, by the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. ii, 1, 2. 1Mfcat 
| ex hort therefore, that firſt of all, Supphca- 
1 tions, prayers, interceſſions, and giving 0 
| thanks be made for all men : for kings, and 
for all that are in authori ty; that we mayWive © 
l lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſii A 
| and honeſty. | 

Tu Subject and Matter of fuch Addreſſt 
and Petitions may be gathered from what has 
been ſpoken under the former Head: it is 
often repeated in our publick Prayers : Let 
us ſee to it, that Cuſtom do not turn the Re- 
petition into a lifeleſs Form. In all our Ad- 
dreſſes to Gop, let us ſeriouſly conſider, te 
whom we take upon us to ſpeak, Let our 
Prayers for our Country, and the Church c 
Go, be frequent and conſtant : 1 Theſ. v. bone 

0 17. abs. without ceaſing. Let them be fer 


vent 


ff 


make. mention of the Lord, keep. not ſilence; 
and give him no reſt, till he. eft abi i/b, and till 
be make Feruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 
Let them all be offered up in the Name of 
the * one Mediator between God and man, 
Chriſt Jeſus; not contenting ourſelves with a 
formal mentioning of his Name; but exerci- 
ing a lively Faith on his Mediation, as our 
great High Prieſt and Advocate with the Fa- 
ber . In fine, let us ſee to it, that they be 
the Prayers of reformed and righteous Men 
which. avail much; + white the prayer of 
abe wicked is abomination. 

Ad, if we are thus in earneſt, in pray- 


vckon that, by our Prayers, we have ſo de- 
rolved the Matter upon Gop, as to ſuper- 
ede all other Endeavours of our own for that 
Purpoſe; but will join with our Prayers, 

2. Suitable Endeavours for the publick 


Iwill ſeek thy good ||. And here, 


hy and important Purpoſes, be laful and 
v. bone. Good and honeſt Ends are only to be 


rent and importunate : Ja. Ixii. 67. 27 that 


ng for the peace of Jeruſalem; we will not | 


Welfare, and the Proſperity of the Church. | 


(1.) Let all our Endeavours, for ſuch wor- 


D pro- 
Tim. ii. 5. 7 1 John ii- 1. + James v. 16. I Ver. 9 
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proſecuted by good and honeſt Means. Let 
all our Endeavours for the publick Good be 
managed in a Way of Loyalty to our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign, and our happy Conſti- 
tution. We have a Prince now upon the 
Throne (bleſſed be Gop) whoſe amiable Vir- 

tues command our hearty Affection and Re- 
gard: but, was the perſonal Character of the 
reigning Prince the very Reverſe of the Pre- 
ſent; ſo long as he rules according to Law, 

* he is the miniſter of God to us for good: 

| Wherefore, we muſt needs be ſubjeft, not only 
for vratb, but alſo for conſcience ſake, Let 


us carefully cultivate the true Principles of W |. 
Liberty, Civil and Religious ; and teach them up 


to our Children: there may be great Hopes ( 
of doing Good with the riſing Generation; ¶ our 
by ſeaſoning their Minds with good Prin- are 
ciples, before they are tainted with bad Ones. tior 
Again: let all our Endeavours for the Good i = 
of our Country be managed with a due Re- ¶ Bie 
gard to the Laws ; to which we owe our Pro- 
tection, and the Security of our Properties; il it tt 
to which our Church owes its Civil Eſta- 


bliſhment,and its legal Emoluments and Pro- forn 
viſions: but, i in all our Attempts 
| for 


* Roni, Xili. 4-5 
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for the Good of the Church, let us act with 


an inviolable Regard to the ſacred Rules of 


Truth and Integrity: Certainly, Lies and 
Calumnies can never come in more aukward- 
ly, and out of Place; than in pretentied Te- 


ſtimonies for the T. ruth. 


(2.) Let our Endeavours, for the publick 
Good, be conſtant and aſſiduous. That © we 
* ſhould make our whole Life ane continu- 
ed Train of good Actions; and be con- 
* ſtantly paſſing from one Action to another, 
* that has ſome Tendency to promote the 


* general Good: was the noble Advice of 


a great Heathen Prince &; which may put 
many Chriſtians to the Bluſh, and ſhould ſtir 
up all our Emulation, 

(3.) Let our Endeavours for the Good of 
our Country; and of the Church, be ſuch as 
are proper for each of us, in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions, 


Wr, who are Minifers, may, by the 


Biefling of Gop, do a great deal this Way; 


by our Doctrine, and Example. If we make 
it the great Scape of our Labours, not only 
to inform Mens Judgments, but to gain and 
form their Hearts; to the Love of the 
Truth; the Love of Gop and Goodneſs; 


* M. Antoninus paſſim, be TE N 


t 2 1 


and a prevailing Reliſh for Divine Things; 
to the Love of their Country; and'to every 
Social Virtue: * ix all things ſhewing:our- 
ſelves patterns of good works, Let it never 
be faid of us, my Reverend Fathers and Bre- 
thren, as has been too juſtly ſaid of ſome, 
who have arrogated to themſelves the Name 

of Clergy, in other Parts of the World; that 
* we have, and drive, a ſeparate Intereſt: 


e oppoſite to that of civil Society, and the 
« Community of Mankind: No; as, by mp 
the Grace of Gop we have been enabled to e 
diſtinguiſh ourſelves, by acting a worthy Part M* ! 
for our Country, and our King, in theſe Times ) 


of Trial; let us go on, to act an uniform Life 
good Part, in the whole of our Miniſtry and ed to 
Converſation : that we, and the People under make 
the Influence of our Inſtructions and Ex. o 
ample, may go. on to ſhow the World, as 
we have done; that the Imputation of Dif- 
loyalty upon the Presbyterians of Scotland 
(fo far as it has any Truth in it) means no ind h. 
more than this: That we have an invin- 
« cible Diſdain to be Slaves ; and, eſpeci- Ind P 
* ally, to enſlave our Conſciences to 4 
« Mortal: But we will be the beſt, and mol 

© zeal 


Titus ii. 7. 
} 
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1 zealous, of Subjects to a King ruling (as 
the Preſent does) according to Law; and 


of Conſcience. ”. Again 
WovLD the Peqple, of al Ranks, * fol 
lo after the Things that make for Peace, and 
whereby they may edify, and profit, aue ano» 
tber; each in his Station, would do ſomes 


thing for the Publick Welfare. 
«MW WovrLd the Great Ones i imitate the Ex- 


anple of the Noble Mordecai: who, while 
he lay concealed under the Appearance of 
he meaneſt Character, made a timely Diſco- 
very + of a traiterous Conſpiracy againſt the 
m Lite of the King; and, even then, I diſdain- 

4 {td to truckle to an Idol of State, or meanly 
er nake is Obeyſance to one who was unwor- 


hy of it; * was moſt deeply affected with | 


abc Calamities, and the Danger of his Couny 
CMrymen ; + and improved his Acceis to a 
Court, to ſound plain undifguiſed Truth, 
nd honeſt ſeaſonable Advice, into a Royal 
Ear: And, when raiſed to that Greatneſs 


if the multitude of his brethren, ſeeking the 
wealth 


2al- Rom. xiv. 19. + Eſtherii. 21. 4 ili. 2. Sc. 
* —iy, 1. Ke. f . 13. 14. 4 . 2; 


« with a tender Regard to the ſacred Rights Is 


nd Power he well deſerved, was + accepted 
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wealth of bis People, and ſpeaking aner, to 
all his ſeed. 
Wovrp thoſe of inferior Stations be ſub- 
feet to Principalities and Powers, obey Ma- 
Pfr ates; and be ready to every good Work g. 
In ſhort, there is not the meaneſt Servant- 
man, or Maid, but may do ſomething for the 
publick Geod; and even adorn the Doctrine 
of GOD our Saviour in all Things *; by 
performing faithfully, a nd avith Goodwill +, 
the Duties of their ſeveral Stations ; and thus, 
fervi ng the Lord Chrift t. 


To excite to this Publick Virtue, the 
Pſalmiſt, 


IV. So GGESTS ſeveral encouraging Mo- 
tives. As, 

1. THAT our own Welfare and Proſpe- 
Tity ariſes from this Diſpoſition. They ſhall 
proſper that love thee. As, when Calami- 
ties become univerſal, all are, at leaſt, in Dan- 
ger of being involved in them; ſo, the Ef-. 
fects of Publick Proſperity uſually circulate 
and fpread, till All come to feel them: And 

the Lover of his Country has, readily, a ſpe 
cial Share of them. | 
= Bur 


+I Tit. iii. 1, * Titus ii. 10. J Eph. vi. 7. 4 Col. iii. 14 
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Bur, ſharing in the outward Bleſſings of 
Peace and Plenty is ſmall and inconfiderable, 
to the inward Proſperity they enjoy, in whoſe 
Breaſts ſuch Noble and generous Affecti- 
ons have the Prevalency : Affections, the E 
erciſe of which gives an immediate Joy; to 
which the ſelfiſh Heart is a Stranger ! a Joy, 
exceedingly increaſed, by the Approbation 
of the conſcious Mind; and by a Senie of the 
F. general Eſteem Publick Virtue procures; the 
deſerved Love of thoſe of the ſame worthy 
Character; and, eſpecially, the never-fail- 


ie ing Approbation of the Great Parent of Hu- 
man Society, whom the good Man fo glori- I 
lo ouſly imitates ! What a Joy mult it give to | | 


the generous Heart, to ſee the Publick flou- | 
tiſh ? to behold Happineſs ſpread around _ _. | 
22 him! eſpecially, when this is accompanied * 
with the Reflection on his having contributed | 
his little Share to this Proſperity! Little per- | 
Whips ; yet all the Share he could: How de- { 

ligheful to the Pious Soul to Jee the Good of {| 
Fr Gop's Choſen ; to rejoice in the Gladneſs of | 
his Nation; and triumph with his Inberi- 
tance! * And, not only are ſuch gene- 
rous Affections delightful, when ſucceſsful : 

But 


& Pfal. evi. 5. 


1 
But even when they carry a Man through 
a Series of anxious and fruitleſs Cares, and 
painful Sympathy; ſtill the Conſciouſneſs of 
the Goodneſsof his Heart, and the Integrityof 
his Intentions, gives him great Comfort and 
Joy. The good Man's ſharing in the Calami- 
ties of his Country, cannot hinder, or mar, 
this inward Proſperity :, and, even when the 
View. of publick Diſtreſs gives him the 
greateſt ,Pain, the Conſciouineſs of this ge- 
nerous Affection muſt give him a ſatisfying 
Self-approbation. And, as the Cauſe of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, and of the Church 
of Go, ſhall, certainly, be the prevailing 
and triumphant Cauſe at laſt ; to all the true 
Friends and Lovers of that Cauſe it ſhall, one 
Day, be faid ; * Rejoice with Feruſalem, and 
be glad with her, all ye that love ber: re- 
jcice with joy for her, all ye that mourned fit 
her. In fine; by the Exerciſe of theſe ge- 
nerous Affections, in any Shape, the Soul 
proſpers and improves in thoſe Virtues, by 
which it is fitted for perfect Happineſs, and 
Fulneſs of Joy, in the moſt exalted Society. 
Thus, O FJeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that 
love thee ! while + the baters of Zion, open 
or 


* Tfa. Ixvi 10. Þ+ Pal. cxxix. 5, 6. 


. 
or diſguiſed, ſhall be confounded” and turned 
back + they ſhall be as graſs upon the bouſe- 
tops, which withereth afore it groweth up. 
2. Tur Happineſs of - thoſe in whom we 
are moſt nearly concerned is involved in the 
publick Proſperity. - For my brethren and 
companions-ſakes, I will now ſay, Peace be 
within thee. If, therefore, we have any juſt 
Concern for our own Families, our neareſt 
Friends, or moſt intimate Acquaintances ; 
et this lead us to a Concern for the Publick 
Welfare, and the Proſperity of the Church: 
for without the general Proſperity ; private 
h Advantages will fade, or be of little Account. 
ng Particularly - if we have any Concern for | 
Poſterity ; any tender Affection for our dear , 
Children; if we would defire that they ſhould * | 
be happy, and bleſs our Memories when we 1 
are gone; let it be our Care to have the = - 
fir YBlefings we enjoy; thoſe valuable Liber= 1 
85 tics and Privileges, Civil and Religious, which be 
oul Moir brave and worthy Anceſtors have handed 1 
down to us, at the Expence of ſo much | | 
Blood. and Treafure ; faithfully tranſmitted | 
ery Io our Poſterity. That the Love of our | 
Country contains within it the Love of every 
pen a other Relation,” is an Argument much 
or nſtted on, by the great Roman Orator and 
E Philo- 


= a * 
'F * — 
' l 


* 


! 


Philoſop her. + But, the Pſalmiſt S 3 
with a Higher Reaſon for his Love of Feru- 
alem, and our Love of our Country, than 
could enter into the Heart of an old Roman: 
| Becauſe of the heyſe of the Lord our God, I will : 
feet thy good. Let us, therefore, conſider, 

3. WRAr do we owe to the Church of | 
Chriſt; which He hath redeemed by His 
moſt precious Blood? to that Church, by 
whoſe pious Care we have been trained up 
in the Knowledge of the moſt i e | 
Things, and in the moſt excellent Virtues? 
Great as the Motive is, to be zealous for 
the Peace and Proſperity of our Country; 
becauſe it ſecures all the Bleſſings of a tem- 
poral Happineſs, to ourſelves, and the dear- 
eſt Objects of our Affection: yet, to a well- 
diſpoſed Mind, this is of ſmall Account, 
in Compariſon with. the Opportunities of 
cultivating the Temper by a pure Reli- 
gion; and having ourſelves, and our Friends, 
trained up, by its Means, in ſuch D iſpoſi- 
tions of Heart, ſuch Habits of Piety and 
Virtue, as will make us happy, not only in 
this World, but through Eternity. 


+ Cori fant parentes ; cari liberi, propingui, familiares 2 
fed omnes omni um caritates Patria una complexa eſt, Cic. 
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